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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE INTERNET
AND LEWIS & CLARK LIBRARY POLICY
Q:

Does the library have an electronic access policy?

A:

Yes. It is posted on the Library’s web site and is available for review at the information desk.
The policy does not restrict the content or use of information provided by the library.

Q:

A lot of people, especially parents, are concerned about children’s access to the
internet, and the fact that they might encounter "X-rated" material. How does the
Library protect children?

A:

The Library protects children by protecting one of our most precious freedoms in a
democratic society – the right to read, view and listen to materials that we choose for
ourselves or our children. Librarians also assist children in selecting and using the best
materials for their needs, whether it’s a good book or a good Web site. Our homepage lists
links to kid friendly sites.

Q:

Does the library use filtering software on its computers?

A.

Lewis & Clark Library believes that filtering software can be a helpful tool for parents in the
home but is not appropriate in a public place such as the library for several reasons. First,
filtering technology has not been perfected. It does not allow for individual choice and
imposes filtering on everyone – whether or not they wish to have their choices subject to
filters. Second, filtering is a one-size-fits all "solution". It treats a six-year-old, a 16-year-old,
and a 60-year-old the same. It may even block useful information. For example, one system
was found to filter "sexual harassment." Third, it’s impossible to block all inappropriate sites,
both because of the way filters work and the fact that the internet changes very fast.
Filtering software can give parents a false sense of security and could even make the library
liable if parents believe their children have been protected from offensive materials. Lewis &
Clark Library encourages parents to come to the library with their children and supervise
their internet use. We believe parents should decide for their own children what they wish
them to see and read.

Q:

Why can’t Lewis & Clark Library let parents decide for themselves what their
children will access in the library?

A:

Lewis & Clark Library believes that it is the parent and only the parent who should decide
what their children will access in the library. Lewis & Clark Library encourages parents to
take a primary role in guiding their children in seeking information. That guidance
relationship must remain between that parent and child and cannot be delegated to the
library.

Q:

Why should my tax dollars pay for access to offensive materials?

A:

Taxes support free inquiry that allows citizens to inform themselves so they can fully
participate in our democracy. We are a diverse society and what offends one, enlightens
another. Moreover, citizens have long found it wise to remain informed about opinions and
ideas they oppose. The free market place of ideas cannot be partitioned and still function.

Q.

The Lewis & Clark Library does not subscribe to offensive materials like Hustler,
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why should the library allow access to offensive materials online?
A:

The Internet enables the library user to access a tremendous array of materials not
subscribed to or purchased. Examples of such materials include ephemeral texts, religious
and devotional materials, electronic newsletters and Web sites from small groups that do not
publish through customary channels, and nearly instantaneous, graphic images of many
world events, even war. Libraries, as agencies of government, cannot and should not restrict
access to materials because they or a particular user might find them objectionable.

Q:

Why doesn’t the library protect children from offensive materials, whether or not
it is legally obscene?

A:

The primary responsibility of rearing children rests with parents. If parents want to keep
certain ideas or forms of expression away from their children, they must assume the
responsibility for sheltering those children. Governmental institutions like the library cannot
be expected to usurp or interfere with parental obligations and responsibilities when it comes
to deciding what a child may read or view.

Q:

How do I guide my child when I can’t be with him 24 hours a day?

A:

Parents who believe that the current state of society and communications make it difficult to
shelter their children must nevertheless find a way to cope with what they see as the reality
within the context of their own family. Lewis & Clark Library can provide information about
parenting, safe internet use and recommended sites. Lewis & Clark Library is not authorized
to act as a parent. But we are happy to provide suggestions and guidance to parents and
children at any time.

Q:

Why doesn’t Lewis & Clark Library restrict access?
Lewis & Clark Library provides the means to find ideas and information across the
spectrum of social and political views. Libraries are one of our great democratic institutions.
They provide freedom of choice for all people. Parents, not the library, are responsible for
supervising their own children’s library use.

Q.

How can I voice my opinions to the Library if I am offended by materials on the
Internet?

A.

The Library Director, Judy Hart, is always interested in hearing from you. She can be
contacted at 447-1690 x117 or by email at jhart@mtlib.org. Please feel free to contact her.

