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Mrs. Mike Mans field-A Busy Husband, Quiet Life
G**lli.»)*i Kin*... ««1L_ t 11 • . __. . *̂Editor's Note: The following

article is reprinted from The
Chicago Tribune.

By Louise Hutchinson
(Chicago Tribune Press Service)

WASHINGTON - "I don't do
much but stand behind him,"
said Maureen Hayes Mansfield
wife of one of the most remark-
able politicians in town — Sen
Mike Mansfield (D., Mont.), ma-
jority leader.

"I lake care of him and the
house and that doesn't take all
day. I watch his health and try
to see that he has a comfortable
evening. I didn't even k n o w
whether you would care to come
out and see me."

This isn't self-deprecation. It's
just the way Maureen Mansfield
talks in her quicksilver, smiling
way. When most people think of
the American-Irish in Washing-
ton, Kennedy comes f i r s t to
(heir tongues. But Mike Mans-
field was born in Greenwich Vil-
lage, N.Y., of Irish immigrant
parents, and Mrs. Mansfield's
ancestral roots are in Ireland,
too. "by way of Canada," she
said.

In the wonderful, wacky world

of Washington, where things oft
en are not what they seem, tour-
ists might expect the Senate ma-
jority leader to live In a house
that's a castle, with a social
calendar like that of the debu-
tante of the year. Hear Mrs.
Mansfield on the subject:

"My husband lives in the Sen
ate. We don't go out much so-
cially any more. Mike is on the
foreign relations committee, too,
so we do go to some embassy
dinners, and to the White House.
(To turn down a White House in-
vitation, one must be hospital-
ized, out of touch with the postal
system, or socially inept, which
no one in Washington is.)

Attends Holiday Fetes
"1 do some of the national

holiday parties at the embassies
for Mike. He rarely can do the
6 to 8 p.m. things — he's rarely
through at the Senate.

"Yes, Secretary of State Dean
Rusk called about 6 a.m. the
other day to tell him about the
war. But Mike usually leaves
Ihe house between 6:30 and 7
a.m. anyhow. He has breakfast
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alone in the office. proclaimed in 1962 from the Sen-
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very tired, I just give him din-
ner on a tray. He always has to
listen to the news. I say, 'Why
are you listening to the news?
You helped make it.' And he re-
plies that things happen so fast
he has to.

"Generally we have dinner anc
then go to bed early, often al
9:30 p.m., and read. And Mike
has one hobby: Music. We have
a stereo upstairs and he often
listens to that.

"I don't think people under-
stand politicians. It's a hard job.
Men like Dirksen (Illinois Re
publican, Senate minority lead-
er, and a close friend of Mans-
field's) and Mike and some of
our other leaders really live a
dedicated life."

She belongs to many organiz-
ations. Mrs. Mansfield said, bul
"I sort of skim the surface ol
life in Washington. I touch a lot
of bases, but maybe each one
only once a year."

Mrs. Louella Dirksen, wife ol
Sen. Dirksen. asked once to com-
pare life in Pekin. 111., (he Dirk-
sens' home town, with that in
Washington, said the capital was
'impersonal." Mrs. Mansfield

said it could be lonely.
Louella Dirksen and Maureen

Mansfield also have something
else in common. Both were un-
sure, at the start of their hus-
bands' political careers, that
politics was a job to bank on.
Both also discovered they were
wed to determined political neo-
shytes.

Dirksen Campaign
When Dirksen sought his first

term in the House in 1930, and
was beaten, he started the next
day distributing his cards for the
campaign two years hence, when
le was elected.

Mansfield, beaten in 1940,
when he was a political unknown
n Montana, began a tour of the
state the day after his defeat,
hanking his supporters. L i k e
Dirksen, he came up a winner
':n the next election.

Mrs. Dirksen insisted that her
wsband attend law school class-
es nights during his first term.
The Mansfields rented a home
lere during his 10 years in the
House.

In 1953, after being elected to
lis first six-year Senate term in
.952, they decided they could
>uy a h o m e . Mrs. Mansfield
'ound the home they now live in,
Ihe kind of house you would ex-
pect Mansfield to have . Not
new, but red brick, sitting atop

small rise with abaleas and
roses and ivy and a screened-in
porch, the three-bedroom house
jroclaims its middle class status
a block away.

"The real estate people kept
insisting Mike to see the house
>efore we bought," Mrs. Mans-
field recalled. "0, 1 said he must
come. We agreed to meet at the
louse. I waited and waited and
couldn't get him on the phone.
Anally, I signed the papers.

"That night I asked where he
lad been. 'Why, waiting for you

dt the house', he said. He meant
he House of Representatives,
if course. It's like him. To
tfike, there is only one House
n town."

Mansfield m a y be the only
Jnited States senator ever "can-

nonized" by another senator.

his sainthood here on earth for

young daughter dominates theiwhat he has done that day.
scene. It is Mrs. Mansfield and Sometimes 1 know he's so wor-
Anne painted many years ago. Tied and had such a hard day

"Mike loves it," said Mrs.
his magnificent patience. He has Mansfield simply. Mrs Mans'
had the fortitude of the Chris-
tian martyrs."

Not always true, s a i d Mrs
Mansfield, smiling. When she
met her future husband in Butte,
Mont., he was short-tempered,
she recalled.

"Self-made man" is an Ameri-
can cliche. But consider Mans-
field's story. Born in Greenwich
Village, he was the son of a ho-
tel porter. His mother died when
he was very young. He was sent
to Montana to live with a great-
aunt. Sometimes, he ran away.
When he was 14, concealing his
true age, he enlisted in the navy
and served two World War 1
years.

From China Without Diploma
Then he served a year's

stretch in the army and two in
the marines, stationed in China.
He returned to Montana at 19,
with, as his wife put it, no
grammar school diploma, no
family, no money.

Nights he worked as a mucker
in the copper mines, shoveling
dirt. Days, by special arrange-
ment, he took courses at the
Montana School of Mines. When
Maureen Hayes, a Butte High
School teacher, met him, he had
graduated to sampler in the
mines.

Some have credited her with
Mansfield's incredible deter-
mined pursuit of education. She
says he would have done it any-
way. He got his master's degree
at the University of Montana in
1934 after she cashed in an in-
surance policy to help him
hrough. He taught Latin Amer-
can studies and far eastern af-
airs there through 1942.

"I thought it was fun," she
remembered. "We hadn't been
married long and I wasn't wor-
ried. But I realize now it must
lave been awfully hard on Mike,
•le had always taken care of
limself and here he was, in the
middle of a depression and with
a wife to care for, too."

Mrs. Mansfield went to Clarke
Allege, Dubuque, Iowa, for two

years. She was graduated from
St. Mary College, Notre Dame,
nd. She also got a masters at
Montana University.

Mrs. Mansfield travels a hit
now. She never did when Anne,
28, the Mansfield's only child,
who now is a writer on political
:n economic subjects in London,

was younger. Until Anne was 21,
the Mansfields never traveled
on the same plane.

A portrait of Anne hangs in
he entrance hall. Seven photo-
n-aphs of her from the nursery
hrough young adulthood march

up the stairwell wail. And, in
he living room, with its serene

off-white carpeting, white couch,
and off-white drapes and walls,
a huge portrait of a mother and

field does a lot of reading. She

If he brings it up, we discuss it.
If not, I don't ask.

If Mrs. Mansfield wished, she.. , , . o - A I i ,».o. l l lal louutu W I M 1 U U , MIC,

also very much belongs to Mon- |jkc some wives of less ranking
., . ,, ... 'Senators, could have through the
those in the mlli-lchic Washington circles so as-

tana.
"I suppose

have the same experience," she
mused. "Those first years here,
with elections coming up every
other year, I never wanted to
be hurt in a defeat. But even
now, I have never put down
roots here. For Mike and me,
Montana is home."

Mike Mansfield turns 65 next
March. Does his wife wish, like
men in private business, he
could retire?

"No, because I think he still
needed, or someone like

him," she said of her husband,
sometimes called the humblest
man in the Senate. "He is in ex-
cellent health. I don't worry as
much about his expenditure of
energy as I used to. I think he
is more philosophic now. He has
more knowledge. I think maybe
he sees more clearly.

"He is so often tired when he
comes home. I don't bring up

. ,
though she loves her books, she
noted that to fix the subject mai-
ler in one's mind they should be
discussed with some one.

"But that wouldn't be fair to
Mike," she quickly added. "His
mind is too preoccupied w i t h j
problems of war and peace." |
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Engineers Hear
Talk on Carroll

"The presence of Carroll Col-
lege adds dignity and prestige
to Helena. Its influence for the
improvement of spiritual, cul-
tural, and academic standards
is felt by all who are within
its sphere of impact," State
Sen. Tom Judge told a meet-
ing of the Montana Society of
Professional Engineers.

Judge, speaking on the Car-
roll College campaign for a new
physical education building,
said, "the building cannot be
built without your help. Your vi-
tal interest and financial sup-
port is the key (hat will unlock
additional funds in the form of

federal grant."
Judge explained that the

grant, available through the
provisions of the Higher Facili-
ties Act, could be received only
after $400,000 was raised as a
"down payment."

"After more than half a cen-
tury, this is the first time Car-
roll College has asked the com-
munity for help. Help in build-
ing a new dimension of com-
munity progress that will be of
benefit to the college, and the
people of Helena."
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Property Transfers

Jeanne Leeson deeded to Paul
and Nancy Eve parts of lots 9
and 11, and lot 10 in block 427
of the Allen Addition. Stamps
showed about $18,500 was in-
volved.

Loren and Janice Baker deed-
ed to Lyle and Helen Clow lots
11-13 in block 81 of Cannon Addi-
ion. About $10,000 was involved

according to revenue stamps.
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on the following New Instruments . .

• 1 Baldwin Spinet Piano No. 987 Cherry
• 2 Baldwin Spinet Pianos No. 990

Walnut
• 1 Baldwin Console Piano No. 914

Mahogany
• Baldwin Hamilton Studio Piano Walnut
• Baldwin Spinet Organ No. 77 Walnut
• Baldwin Spinet Organ No. 72A Walnut
• Baldwin Concert Organ Model HT2

Walnut
Baldwin Spinet Organ No. 54A Walnut
Baldwin Spinet Organ No. 54A
Mahogany
Large Baldwin Church Organ No. 6
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No. 46C
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