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Among the many Aontapans wha

lf_efl indelible footprints on ihe sands of
time, none made a greater impact
than lawyerstatosmin Thomas J.
Walsh,
. He is Yest remembored for his
relentless effort Io bring to buok
nolerious swindlers of the 19205 wha
were invaived in the Teapot Dome oil
scandal, C

As a U.S. Senater fram Montana,
Walsh was a dominant figure on the
Washington scene. He was slated far
the post of U5, Atlarney General in
the first Franklin D, Hoosevelt ad-
ntinisiration when he died on a train

en route from Florida to Washington.

O Sen. Walsh, Prosident Roosevel(
sald:

“While 1o progerly T is place in
my cabineat will he difficudt, to fill his

place in my citcle of friends will be
Impossibie.™

SEN. WALSH HAD an inapspicious
start in life. He was Lorn June 12, 1859
in Two Rivers, Wis_ At the agcof 16 he
was teaching In a rural school. Later
he became a Tigh schon) principal at
Stargeon Bay, Wis.. Wilh money
earped a5 a teacher, Walsh put
himself lhrovgh the University of
Wisconsin Law School Tfé was
gradualed in 1884 and spenl Lhe next
s5ix years in private prarlice at Red-
field, $.D., then parl of he Dakola
Terrilory.

QOn Aug. 5, 1889, he was married to
Fiinor MeClements, a comely school
teacher from Chicago, They moved to

. Montana in 1850 which then still was
prelty much a [rontier. The yaung at-
lerney decided lv hang out his shingle
in Helena which still was a bouming
mining lovwn. He set up au office in the
Gold Black.

WALSH FIRST CAME lo public at-
tention when he started fighling the
tegal baities of the underdez. 1le
becaree known as the champion of the
working man. He won case alter vase
for injured cmplpyes uf big corpara-
tigns. His services soon were more in
demand in Butte and Anaconda than
in Helena, )

Finally, the Anaconda Copper Min-
ing Company vfficiats were so impres-
sed by Walsh's legal talent that they
offered him the post of chief counsel.
He turned the job down but said he
would be willing 19 handte liligation
for the company as well as appear
againsk il

I 1908, Walsh losl & race for the

In Helena’s wilder days, there
were always plenty of cullaws
for Vigilantes and iough
presecutors like Wilbur Fisk
Sanders to deal with. We. men-
tiecn {hem here because
eriminals, too, sel the tone of 3
city.:One convicted murderer,
Bill Gay, is-shown momenls
before, inset, and alter he was

U.5. House of Represeptatives, In
1910, he was defealed for ihe (I8
Scnate. In 1812, he won a Senale seat
where o served from Marcl. 1913 un-
til his death.

FOR NEARLY 10 YEARS after he

wenl Lle Washington, according o’

hiographers, Sen. Walsh pursued a
single-minded, wnspectacnlar covrse
marked hy deestion to pultie wellare,
He was on the progressive side of all
Senale debates. He foughl for
wumen'’s sufferage and stringent child
labor laws. He also was an ardent sup-
porter af President Waodrow Wilson
and backed lhe League of Nations,
Warld Court and the Treaty of Ver-
sailles. .

On April, 1, 1922, the Senate grdercd
an investigation of the Teapot Dome
oil “leases. Sen. Walsh was put in
chatge of the investigalion. This hold
atternpl Lo rob the nation of necessary
oil reserves in Wyoming and Califor-
nig was wicoverced due largely fo the
persistence and usncanny inteition of
tne senalar from Montana.

ot this public serviee he was ac-
claimed as "“the firsl man in histary
who is worth & billian dollars to hls
own government it his own lifetime."

At the Democratie conventian in
1824 Sen. Walsh's name was
presented for the presidential nomina-
tion. He had 122 votes.on the 162nd bal-
lol. Wlen the nomination wenl lo John
W. Davis, Sen. Walsh declined tu run
for vice president.

IN 1933, sfter Walsh had been a
widower many years, he monl a bril-
liant and charming woman, Senora
Nieves Perez Chaumont de Truffin.
The senora’s husband, a wealthy
Cuban banker and sugar planter, had
been dead several years.

Tn Fehruarv, 1933, Sen. Walsh, 73,
went to Havana. Sencra de Truffin
became the bride of the Montana
senator at a civil ceremony which was
Followed by religious rites, The
newlyweds crossed fo Floridu and
slartrd for Washinglon when the
senator was striken fatally. Sea.
Walsh was buried in lelena's Resue-
reciion Cemetery beside the grave of
ms lirsl wife on March 9, 1933,

Shorily befere his Hl-fated trip do
Cnba, Sen. Walsl told frienuls he con-
sidered his early legal activities in
Helena and Butte as the happiest
period in his lite. Lawyers still 1alk
abaut seme of his spoctaleular court
trinmphs, .

hanged on a scaffold next to the
county courthouse in May, 1896,
But Gay's execution showed
subtle changes were taking
place in Helena’s early string-
em-up-quick type of justice —
the old hanging tree, reported
to have been near the corner of
Davis and Broadway, was no
longer being used, :

s J. Walsh

Hoil'ed.for his exposure of Teapot Dome scandal

ard Belle Winesteln?

Goods Store.

C.R. Anderson

A life devoted to education

"L is only fitting thal the
schiool should be named
after the man wha has dome
the most far building
Helena's finesl elmnentary
institution.”

Wilh these -words from
Dr. Gordon L, Doering,
chairman of the board of
Truslees of School District
Mo, I, e name of West
Side School at 1280 Knight
5t., was changed 1o C. R,
Amlerson,

The ‘heard made the

‘change in 1961 by a um-

animous vote over the
strenuous ohjection of then
Superintendent ol Schools,
C. . Anderson,

It was a fitting salute to a

4 48
man who has develed his
life 10 education. He liogun
his eareer as a high school
teacher and coach at lake
Benton, Minn. In 1925 he
became principal of Lhe
Sidrey high schoel and in

1927 he wus named
superintendent of schools in
Richey,

He camé ta lletenia In 1935
as principal of (he
Hawi{liorne and Uroadsater
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The Winesteins

Keeping the tame at. home

How many of Helena’s youngsters have lefl
howme and brought back fame like il was a
sauvenir? [[OW MANY MORI HAVE NOT
COME HOMT AT ALLY

A couple linding Lheir place in the world
without ever really leaving Helena is Norman

It was Belle Fligelman

who brought her new hushand back to Montana
rom the world outzide, She was wirking inJean-
nelle Rankin's Washinglon office and e wasg a
viung Yale graduate working fur (he Hoover ail-
ministridion and dater on the stafi of "“The
MNalion'" when they married in Aprll 1918, Thoy
stretched theic world as far as Paris before
returning la lelena in 1921 where Norman 1ock
aver managrment of Fligelman’s New York Dry

The store as aiready an institution when he ar-
tived, bt Winestein helped vebuitd il afler the
disastrans fire of 1938, sleered 1S course Ltrough
the Greal Depression, the war, and inle the '60's
when. as prosideni, he anpounced sale of Lhe
store in 1938 (o the M. M. MeDonald o,

Belle, to whwm the women of Montana and
much of the United $1ates owe their fundamental
right to vole, conlinued to ehampion the cause of
women's rights al hame and in the nation. She
ran for the state Senale in 1832 hut was overcome
by the Democratic tide of that year. Her main
enthusiasm has been writhyg. She has prodiced
articles, sliort stovies and plays.

schools, leaving in 1942 o
beceme  superialeadeniof
the Livingston schoo!s.

FFrom 1843 oatil 1946 he
servedl g n director of the
American Red Cross wilh
the Firsl Muarine Division
and saw yuch active war-
lime serviee from the South
Parific through Okinawa ta
China,

In 18 he returned (o
Helena a5 reasearch diree-
tor for the Menlana Educa-
tign Assaclatlon and in 1049
he joined the state depatl-
neent of public insiruction.

In 1055 he was named
superintendent of Helena
Rehools where he served an-
L3l his relirement in 1566.

Lucille Baker fires starting pistal in mid-
1969s te kick off another clean-up day at
the ald Benton Avenue Cemaetery.

Lucy Baker
Pinched a sleeping city

Many of Ilelema's early pionecrs rest
easier in their graves (odsy because of
Luey Haker.

They were laid te rest amidst flowers and
lears al lhe old rometery on Ronton Road
when ox-drawn wagons crepl along their
way between Helena and Forl Bonton,

‘They panncd the finy nuggels Giat turned
a wilderness guleh into a [vonticr lown,
They were the storied Vigllantes. Their
yvaees rose in debate i the lerrlftarial
fegislature, They were the gold seckers and
the gamblers and they had been long forgol-
ten by the peaple ‘of Hedena,

Then Lucille Haker stopped Lo
remenmber.

She coutd have pulled a few weeds and
called 1 square us a few olhors had done
hefore. Mut Luey Boker was alsa a lender.
In licr zeal to get the old burial plols Mxed
up ahil locking as {hey should she plnched
the sleeping conscience of a city. Dy the
time she had finished she bad not enly
reslared the dignity of the Oid Benton
Cemelery ol our own as well,

The crowning resuit of Iter efforts came
when the Governor's Comnlssion on
Historical I'reseevallon desipnnled  the
cemoelery as a histovical site in 1974 pysur-
ing thit il would never be ahandoned apuin.

‘were good

Col. Wilbur Fisk Sanders,
remembered as one of Montana's first
lawyer-statesmen, ulse was a nemesis
of the area’s hadmen.

In Lhae light of 100 years of Monluna
history, Col. Sanders is revealed as
aiie af the greatest champlons of law
and order which the Big Sky frontler
produced.,

A nephow of the Montana Ter-
ritery's lirst governor, Sidney
Edgerton, S8anders traveled west with
A wagon lrali.

Before he staricd for what is now
the Troasure State, Col. Sanders had a
netable carcer as a Union officer dur-
ing the Civil War. He ws born in Leon,
N.Y., May 2, 1884, and hopan his
career as & school teacher.

In 1854 Sanders moved to Ohlo and
studied law. A couple of yeacs later he
was gdmilted to practice. He proverd
all able advovate and guickby wan the
respect of other memhbers of the Dhio
legal prafession.

In 1861 with the Civil War in
progress, Sanders organized a com-
pany of infantry. Laler, he assisted in
the building of fortificalions Eor
railroads sauth of Mashville, Tenn.

Lala in 1862, Sanders™ health failed

"and he was forced Lo resiga from the
Army. It was partly lo seck a high,
dry climate, which doctory beficved
would be bencficial, thal Sanders
decided to go west.

The Fdgerton train arrived in Ran-
nack no Sept. 17, 1A63. It wasn'l long
Belore Sanders became well known
hoth in Bannack and Virginia Cily as
woti as other parts of what is new
Montana.

The young lawyer snon proved con-
clusively that he was ablio 1o deal of-
feclively with the lawless element in
ihe territory which came into cx-
isterive on May 26, 1864,

MOST HISTORIANS who dealt with
Sanders' carper. put special emphasis
on the parl he played as a frontier
crime crusher. Although Virginia
Cily, Nevada City, Bannack and ather
mining camps were infested with
some of the most ruthless killers and
robbers: this country -has known,

. Sanders neither was frightened nor
awed by them. He often expressed a
determinalion to see the raat agenst
and ather ‘desperados eliminated
through due process of law,

Undoubtedly the ¢limax of Col

Sanders' expericnee with robbers

came when he servid as proseeotor at
the frial of one of le mast cald-
blooded of the Monlana oullaws,
George Tves.

© Ives, 2 six-togt, Ilue-eyed gunman,
was brought to trial hefore a penple’s
court at Nevada City for murdering a
Gierman Immigrant who owned some
valuahle mules,

Wilbur Fisk Sanders with
granddaughters in 1807

With %anders as chief proserutor,
the praceedings were carried on wilh
constanl fear that Ives' pal, Sherifi-
Road Apgent Henry Phienmmer, would
allempl a reseue.

When he Lria] coneluded, Tves was
sentenced Lo he hanged. An attempt
wiis made by the doomed read agenl’s
friends to have the execulion post-
poned. The delay was blocked by Cal.
Saniers. Sumiarily, at a spot nat 10
fect Erom where his trial was held,
lves was hanged. This is hwe a new-
spaper deseribed the agent's death:

“(icorge [ves swung in lhe nighl
bhreeze, faclng the pale maon that
lighted up the scene of retributive
justice.”

AS ONE BY ONE, and somclimes
in greater numbers, the Vigilantes
continued 1o execate road agenls. Law
and arder was firmly eatablished in
ihe territory. Col. Sanders became
immersed in political affairs. He also
was devoied to his farmily. Baek in
Ohio an Ocl. 27, 1838, he had married
Harriet Fermo They haal three sons,

ilbur Fisk Sanders

First U.S. Senator, he was nemesis of outlaws

James, Leuks and Willle, He took up
residence in llelena.

Early in his carcer as a frontier
lawyer, Col. Sanders bucame Invulved
it i criminal case which Il nter-
natlonal repercussions. It was the
famous Helena hearing which fol-
lowel the Indian massaere at Cypress
18005

The mnssacre in e Cypress Hills
acrask the U8 border in' southern
Saskalchewan was precipitated by a
horse steallng foray perpelrated by a
hand ol Morth Agsinihalnes agained
pirly of huniers and traders from
Forl Benton, .

Seven men were arrested for the In-
dian deaths on June 20,1875 by federal
Lroaps at Torl Benton. A hearing was
held by a (1.5, Commissioner in
letena on July 7, 1075 Feeling was
running high and deunken mon
profesting the proceedings pressed
into the conrthause.

Col. Zanders appeared as allurney
for the Candaian govermmneat. e
resenied his ease with extreme viger
i eonirast to the reluetance of Mer-
rift . Page, chief prosecutor, to defy
puhlic oppasitinn,

Cal. Banders denounced the trap
pers whom he referred o as "Belly
River wollers, qutlaws, smupglors,
cut-throats, herse {hiels and squaw
men.’' Evidence offered wag In-
contlusive and contradictory, The ac-
cused slayers were released and
relurned 1o Feort Henlon where they
were acelaiened a5 heroes,

i*aul . Sharp, writing for the Mon-
lana Magazine of Histary, staled thal
as late as the generzl eleclions of
1880, Fart Benton Democrals were
stlll referrenl ta hy Hepublicans as
“Helly Hiver wolfers?"” They never
fnrgave Col. Sanders for his rale In the
Helena hearing .

THE COLONEL SERVED in lhe
Territorial Legistalure from 1872 (o
1878. Several times he was a
Republican delegate 1o Congress and
he servel also as delegale to several
GOP conventions.

Seventy-live years ago afler Non-
lana had achieved statehood, Sanders
way clecled by the Legislaturs as ene
of the new commenwealti’s first U8,
Senators, He was picked for the shorl
ferm and served only three years,

When Col. Sanders died in Helena on
July 7, 1003, his passing ws marked by
one of the most impressive funerals
ever held in Montana, '
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