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more lmpressed with the architecture and will ’ o e - L
feel better abaut the show before it starts” oL Vg :
1 .

[T

because of the opentess and grandness of the ] :
building, -
The actors will go from cramped dressing A .-
rrorms at the Placer to more spacious quarlers in ] :
the new building. They will warm upina reliear-
Bal area dowmstalrs wheen the former cididren’s
Wbrary was, and they will nol have da warm upon
stage na they dit 0 the Placer, Davchuk said. He |
added that lhe availabllily of a Wari-up area
l will allow play goers fo enter the auditerium at
7:15 p.m. instead of wailing outside closed doars 3
; unli} 7:45 p.an, as in the past.
|
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The structure’s design ilsclf will help the ac-
tors, said their director, a Montana dative from :
Scobey.

: "“This (proscenium) arch will complerment sets
I and will frame you mentelly as welt as physical- [ =
ly,"" Darchuk sald. **You get a feeling of quality k T s
just standing here, . gl i i

“And we'll be able to build sets hlgher than F |
eight feel,” he sald pointing al 10-toot-high steps ] B | S _ . -
that wikl re used In **The Man of La Mancha,” the i P e L
theatre’s first preduction in ks new homa. }
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! ’ BALLET is even 4 possihilily in the new hoine.
“At the Placer it was impossible, A dancer
I would have done a leap and hit the ceilipg,” L
Darchuk sald, =
The new facllities will allow the theatre to ex-
periment wiih different forms of enlertainment. | X
“'With a decent facility we can invile someone - [ - — J E ﬁf =
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in and feel good aboul it,"" Darchuk sald as he
described future visions of hosilng community 7 .
! lenlers from other towns and perhaps a ballet - k t3

COTIPALY . , —

Cne ‘act already scheduled is a mime from * 7 E{
Partland. The theatre, In cooporation with the
school district, has arranged for the mime to per- 4
form sometime afler “Man of La Manchu”
closes in late November:

“We hope to spansor more tilegs ke that — . . Lo
bringing in things we don't do,” the 25-year-old W : )
director sald, . 1 ]i[

= . The Grand Streel Theatre’s ccoperation in
sponsuring other periormances comes not only [~
, from a desive to provide a well-rounded seope of
- entertainment for Helenans. Part of the agree- ' !
‘ment for leastng the buildng from its owners,
! n ‘the City of Helena, Is that the theatre wiil
Lo eoperate In using its facility for the batterment
of the entive city.
Howaver, the major provision of the five-year,
renewable lease is a token payment of $1 a year
and rehabililation of the bullding ta mest city k

building and safety codes. ) At "
THE CITY has agreed to Teroof the building, | JJJ.LL.“J .

and Darehuk hapes the roofing will be complete
before snow begins flying, since the roof 13 in bad
shape.

The theatre's cosl for rehabilitation and

reaovation will rin more than $36,000,

And, thanks to one couple, W.J. *"Wib"

L and Esther Harrer, owners of the former Green B
il Meadww Ranch, the theatre had $50,000 to do the .
T job. Other donations wili be sovght laler to rarm- : .
: plete non-structural remodeling and add nicetles, —
Darchuk said. . ¢
The §50,000 hos had lo go taward a $6,300 for I fi !--. :
plumbiag and a sprink?er system and miore than | U_Ll_l ! . o ) .
$10,000 for new wiring. : : 1 3 S e : T + ]5
It addition, soma of the maney has gone into ’ . . "
theater costs such as a $10,000 lightboard amd . : o ' ' .
$2,500 for carpeting. The remainder of the Tunds . F ) e
~ has gone toward construction costs, Darchuk - .
aaid. - : . .

- Although volunteers have done much of the ! ) L / ) o .
work on tha renavalion, carpenters had to do the . : g '
structural work. ’

The director, wha has speit long hours niot culy
working on the building but also preparing lwo
shows — “La Mancha” and a children’s praduc-
tion 1o be offered at Eleclrum — said about
$5,600 Ln construction costs was saved by
volunteers hammering and paloling.

For a mun accustomed {a getting much done
undor his own steam or being able fo direct - '
olbers Lo o the work, the exfgencies of working
with professlonal electricians, plumbers and
carpenters has added a strain. A

The theatre plars 1o cpen ''La Mancha” to the
public on Oel, 23, '
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TIME hecame valuable with that deadline and 3 - - - e
{lie inability of the theatre volunteers to ds any-

el werk o the bullding uatil after the ilbrary had )

e moaved out during the last week of August. 1 - ] 1
- *1f yau don’t do il yoursclf, you don’t have don-
trak over the time,” sald Darehik, who worked

with volunteers from before 7 p.m. Tuesday until L
430 a.m. last Wednesday o prepare ‘the The longitudinal or alde vlew of the theater is

: : : 2
auditorium for the carpet-layers. . i
Many participants fram Tormez productions, - - Ne w I’ fe : shown in another of the original architect’s
their Jamilles and some iriends have lent hands, 1 . plang, above. {Turn page sidewise Yor proper
muscle, paintbrushes and ladders to Darchuk In ) . view) The original theater floar was on a
v recrealing & theatre. slope, as shown. It was later raised and
Volunieers did r‘?ust of thie zl«errinnlulal::.| f.ac}dgg - : or a leveled when the huilding was used as a
out the main and mezzanine floors board. by Hbrary. And now the old floor hes been un-
hoard so the Wool could be reuse. covered, reftnished and ecarpeted. The

: Following the demolliion, carpenters lald the .
| founclatiorgn for lhe new floor, swhich the F . ) ra n d OId ariginel box office was fo the left ar frant end
: volunteers then pounded into place. of the bullding and later became the checkout
- The myriad of detalls has seemed overwhelm- counter for the library. Stage and dressing

- ing. _ ] th t . ' ' rooms were originally at the back of the
Archileats, cily Inspectors, the Montana . ’ ea er " building on the right side of the plan above.

Pawer Co., the water department, city street
crews.— all had lo ba consulted and 1lmes ar- F .
ranged for them Lo eomplete thelr wark on the . . ¢
. bullding. .

But regardless of the hours spent al the theater 1 ’ :
Instzad of at home, this has been, Davchuk said, ) .
“the most exciting event’" In his life.

“Iaw oflen ds you bulld a theater?" he asked, -~ - . . o " . -
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