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Court hears a

By BBB ANEZ
Associared Press Writer

HELENA — Owners of a Bitter-
rgot Valley game farm broke the law
when they shippad some of their elk
1o the Crow Tribe last yvear and a
court order prohibiting any more
shipments should remain in place,
the Montana Supreme Court was
told Tuesday.

A lawyer for the state Depart-
ment of Figh, Wiidlife and Parks said
the law requires such alternative
livestock be } ept at licensed and

fenced facilities, and the Crow-
Reservation doees not fit that
description.

S0 Len and Pamela Walace acted
illegally in allowing some of their
elk to be shipped to the reservation
where they could run wild and min-
gle with native elk, Bob Lane, chief
attorney for the fish and game
agency, said during arguments
before the high court.

Most justices appeared to agree,
asking critical guestions of the Wal-
laces® attorney.

Justice Terry Trieweller indicat-

ing them loose.

ed the law restricting placement of
game farm animals, the siate’s
authority over the Wallaces as
licensed farm operators, and the
department’s duty to protect wildlife
were strong arguments in favor of
Lane’s position.

But Art Wittich, representing the
Waillaces, said the law cannot apply
fo 2 tribal government and it was the
tribe — not the Wallaces — trucking
the elk to the reservation and turn-

Once the animals were 1oaded on
a truck at the Big Velvet Game

Crow nation, he argued.

ruling in a few months.

their operation.

Farm, the Indians owned the elk, the
Waliaces had no control over what
happened to them, and the state
lacked authority over the sovereign

The court is expected to issue a

The case arose last spring when
the Wallaces decided to get rid of
their elk herd. They said a law
approved by voters in 2000 put such
severe restrictions on game farms
that they were unable to contmue

The Crow Tribe agreed to take the

Wallaces’ elk as a donation and the
first load of 68 animals was picked
up and taken to the reservation,
despite a warning by state wildlife
officials that the move was illegal.

The state obtained a District
Court order blocking any further
shipments and the Wallaces
appealed.

Since then, the couple has been
trying to liquidaie the herd by allow-
ing people to shoot £lk for free. Wit-
tich said the Wallaces still have

More FARM, page 2C

The turbulent iife and mysterious
death of an Irish Patriot, American
Givil War general, and Mentana
Territorial Governor

- BY HANK BURGESS
Special to the IR

Augp. 3, 1823, in Waterferd, Ireland.

He was to became a leading figure in
the Irish independence movement of the
mid- 16th century, due mainly to his bril-
liant mind and extraordinary oratory abili-
ties. It the Irish Uprising of 1848, this
voung, freedom-loving patriot took the
leadership in eiforts to liberate the Irish
people from English tyranny. He, along
with eight other Irish political heroes, was
convicted for treason by an English court.
All were sentenced to be hanged, drawn,
and guartered.

However, due to worldwide protest,
Queen Victoria commufed the death sen-
tences and banished them to Australia. To a
mar, all nine would eventually become

T homas Francis Meagher was born

- prominent governmental and military lead-

ers in Australia, Canada, and the United

* States.

Young Meagher escaped in 1852 to New

“Vork where he was welcomed &5 a young,
“handsome, and romantic victim of British

oppression. He soon earned a nationwide
reputation as a lecturer and journalist,
traveling across the country to address
huge audiences as he went.

When the Civil War erupted, Meagher
formed a company of men of Irish descent,
which later became part of the "Fighting
69th" Regiment of New York. He then pro-
posed the formation of the

emembering Meagher

Eenrge Lane IQ smﬁuham,raphar
- BELENA- ABTIST BdB MBRGAN Erxght} wafches: as E.E McHugh [Ieﬁ} -president of Helena's Thomas Francis - ’

Meagher Division of ihe Ancient @rder of Hibernians, and Sacretary of State Bab Brown, hang ihs original pazni-
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an tribés. In spite-of it all, Meagher is

-given ciredii for leadership in the progress

Montana made toward statehood. He called
for the second legislative session in the
future state's history, and shortly after

summoned a constitutional convention to

meet in Helena,

Irish Brigade, composed
mainly of Irish immigrants
and Irish-Americans, and was
appointed commanding gen-
eral by President Lincoln.
This hard-charging unit,
with Meagher at its head, pro-
ceeded to bring much glory
upon itself in such battles as
Fair Oaks, Mechanicsville,

8n July 1, 1867, while in Fort
Benton, Meagher disappeared
from the riverboat on which he
was spending the night. He
apparenily fell or was thrown
frem the decked vessel during
the night and drnwn@d

although it ..ook
many more years
before Montana was
to become a state,

Ia the midst of
such efforts to
establish a bona fide
state, this colorful
figure's career came
to an abrupt end that

Gaines Mill, Whiie Oak
Swamp, Antietam, and Fred-
ericksburg. Meagher's fame and military
record prompted President Andrew John-
son to appoint him secretarv-of the Mon-
tana Territery in 18635. Eventualiy, he
became acting territorial governor, a post -
he held from September 1865 to July 1367.

Meagher's tenure as territorial governor
in Montana was marked by turmoil. The
territory was a political bediam. Lawless-
ness was comunon in those post-war years,
and the vigilantes who were supposed to
protect the innocent were at times little
better than the unruly.

Legislators and state executives were in
relentless conflict. In the meantime,
refugees from the Confederate arimy were
pouring in to disturb the Unionists, and
there was constant danger of war with Indi-

remains a mystery.
: g On‘July 1, 1867,
while i 1n Fort Benton, Meagher mysterious-

Iy disappeared from the riverboat on which-

he was spending the night.

He apparently fell or was thrown from
the docked vessel during the night and -
drownedl, althcugh how and why siill
remain unknown.

Since Meagher was no friend of the polit-
ical disiurbers of the time, nor of certain
other hostile faciions in the State, it has
been theorized by some that e was mur-
dered.

Then in the followmg yvears hlS repuia-
tion was considerably and unfortunately
tarnished by political and religious adver-
saries who controlled a good dezl of the
press in Montana. But Thomas Meagher
remains distinguished to both the Irish in

this country and in his homeland. The
impressive statue that now stands before
the staie Capitol celebrates his memory.
Thomas Francis Meagher is noted for
many things as shown above, but there is
one other item that is little known about’
him. The present day national flag of the
Irish Republic, known as the "Irish Tri-
Color", is composed of three disfinct
bands—green white, and orange. In

. Meéagher's early. pouucai days, the Confed-

eration, as his movement was known, need-
eda banner. In the course of an address:to
his brotherhood, Meagher unfurled a splen-
did flag of three colors made of rich silk.

As he explained: "The white in'the center
signifies a lasting truth between-the orange
and the green, and I trust that. beneath its
folds the hands of the Irish Protestant and
Irish Catholic may be clasped in generous
and heroic brotherhood." He further.
prophetically proclaimed: "I hope to see
that flag one day waving as our National
Banner.”

So the State of Montana honors this man,
who was an orator, journalist, lawyer, Irish
patriot, American Civil War hero, Montana
statesman, and perhaps a political martyr,
by a monument. And the Helena Hiberni-
ans, Thomas Francis Meagher Division,
honors Meagher by the commissioning of a
Bob Morgan painting of the memorial that
stands at our State Capitol.

liank Burgess is a member of Ike Thowas Fran-
cis Meagher Division of the Ancient Order o;
Hibernians.

Ongoing slump in

business prompts cuts

MISSOULA (AP) —

day.

The job cuts are throughout the MRL system, which
stretches from Spokane to Billings, and at all levels, said

spokeswoman Lynda Frost.

“Probably a majority are from the Missoula area,” she
said, adding that two are in Laurel and “some” in Liv-

ingston.

“Wae basically need to see what the business climate is
going 1o provide for us during the year 2002,” she said.

The regional railroad has 950 employees and more
than 900 miles of track in Montana, Idaho and Washing-
ton. It is a unit of the Washington Group of companies,
headquartered in Missoula and owned by Dennis Wash-

ington of Missouls.

Montana Rail Link is immediately
laying off 22 workers across the state because of a con-
tinuing downturn in business, the company said Tues-
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By CHRISTINA 1. QUINN
IR Business Writer

spokesperson for MRL.

tomers like Asarco’s East Helena

Container.

Of the 22 people Montana Rail Link is
laving off because of a business down-
tarn, one will come from the Helena
Area, according to Lynda M. Frost,

The position being eliminated is in
MRL's operating department, Frost said.

MRL announced the reduction in staff
Tuesday afternoon, attributing the
action 1o a loss of buginess from cus-

Smielter and Missoula's Smurfit Stone

Helena office, which makes up 10
percent of MRL force, loses one

“T think business in general has been
impacted,” Frost said.

The railroad indusiry, as well az other
businesses shroughout the country, has
been plagued with business uncertain-
ties and have been forced to lay off peo-
ple, she said.

The company officials are hoping the
economy will turn around later this year,
according to Frost.

Employees in Helena make up about
10 percent of MRL’'s 950-member work-
force.

Reportar Ehrietina Juinn can be reached at 447-
4075

Commissioners
make commitiee
assignments

By JIOHN HARBINGTBN
1B Sraff Wrizer

The Lewis and Clark Board of County
Commissieners has just about determined
the members’ committee assignments for
2002,

The commissioners serve on boards and
committees throughout the county, provid-
ing oversight and leadership in areas from
public works to mental health, emergency
services and higher education.

Commission assignments are made by
the commissioners themselves. Appoint-
ments are made by the boards or organiza-
iions that the commissioners serve.

One or two assignments may change in
the coming days, but here are the expect-
ed commissioners’ duties for 2002:

Mike Murray

Assignments; City-County Park Beard;
Cooney Conference Committee; Coopera-
tive Health Center (CHC); Extension Ser-
vice (MS17); Fairground Users Associa-
tion; Fire Council; Golden Triangle Mental
Health Board; 1-15 EIS Task Force;
Seratch Gravel Solid Wasite Management
District Board; Tax Increment Finance
(TIFY; Transportatmn Cnordmatmg Com-
niittee; Weed Board.: - @

Appomtments MACo Board of DII‘E!C-
tors Urban Counties’ Representative;
MACo Department of Environmental
Quality Task Force; MACo Joint Powers
Insurance Authority (JPIA) Board of
Directors; MACo Joint Powers Avuthority
{Worker's’ Compensation); MACo Resolu-
tions Commiittee; Concentrated Employ-
ment Program Council of Commissioners.

Karolin Loendorf
Assignments: Disaster & Emergency
Services; DUI Task Force; Human Ser-

-vices Task Force; Lewis and Clark Soﬂ

Conservation Service; Law
Enforcement/Criminal Justice (Sheriff,
Court Services, 58D, Coroner/Public
Administrator, Clerk of Court, Detention
Center, Justice of the Peace, Regional
Juvenile Detention Center); Lincoln Com-
muaity Council; Lincoln Solid Wagte Man-
agement District; Prickly Pear Watershed
Group; Project Impact Advisory Council;
Public Works; Transportation Coordinat-
ing Coramittee; Transportation Plan Moni-
toring Committee; Upper Ten Mile Com-
mittee; Water Quality Protection District
Board.

Appointments: MACo Justice Commit-
tee; NACo Wetlands Commitiee; NACo
Sieering Comntittee Member of Justice
and Public Safety; Mental Health Associa-
tion of Montana; Protective Services Advi-
sory Council; VA Mental Health Consor-
tium.

Anita Varone

Assignments: Administrative/Finance
Services; Area IV Council on Aging;
Augusta Solid Waste Management Dis-
trict; City-County Board of Health; City-
County Building Board; Cooney Convales-
cent Home; District Court Judges; Gate-
way Economic Development Council;
Humane Sociery; Information and Tech-
nology Services Board (ITS); Infrastruc-
ture Comunittee; Mosguito Districts.

Appointmenis: Helena Chamber of
Commerce; Helena College of Technology
and the University of Montana Dean’s
Advisory Couricil; Helena College of Tech-
nology and the University of Montana Pro-
tective Services Advisory Commission;
Intermountain Children’s Home; MACo
Information Technology Committee; Mon-
tana Association of Female Executives.

All Three Commissioners

Administrative Staff/Public Works
Meetings; Augusta/Lincoln Public Meet-
ings; Budget; Cooperative Commission
Meetings (East Helena, Helena, Jefferson
County, Lewis and Clark County); County
Attorney Monthly Meeting; Fire Council;
Investment Committee; Joint City-County
Work Session Monthly Meeting; Sheriff
Department Monthly Meeting; Treasur-
er/Clerk and Recorder Monthly Meeting.
Raporter Iuhn Harvington can be reached at 447-
2080, or atjohn.harrington@helenair.com.




