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Water: Return of long-covered islands is illustration of drought
continued from 1C

than 2,800 cfs from the dam.
That means that in coming
months, the lake could drop
even more.
; "We'd like a minimum out-
flow of 4,100 cfs," Felchle
said. "That's needed to pro-
vide an optimum flow for
fisheries downriver. But we
haven't provided that for the
past four or five years."

Fish downstream are
already crowded into less
Viver. Most side streams
dried up when release levels
from Canyon Ferry Dam fell
'below 3,000 cfs. Fish have
fewer places to spawn and
less to eat, and will become
more vulnerable to disease.

Felchle said the current
outflow of 2,800 cfs is the
.bottom line. Anything more
could result in a drawdown
of the reservoir. It's a possi-
bility if the rain doesn't fall.
-That so-called bottom line of
2,800 cfs, Felchle said, was

created using models from
the drought of the 1930s.

In the event of a draw-
down — a worst-case sce-
nario, Felchle admitted —
Canyon Ferry would be the
first in the system to feel the
pinch. Water levels would
drop about 60 feet — a point
at which the power plants
become inoperative. Other
lakes in the river system
would meet the same fate.

"We would use all the
storage to try to keep the
rivers alive," Felchle said.
"We haven't had to do that. I
don't think we're at that
point yet. But it's been a real
challenge in these drought
years."

The reality of the drought
hits visitors when they
arrive at the lake. Islands
not seen for years have
appeared where boaters
once played. A fisherman
only has to wade through
knee-deep water to reach
them. Streams now cascade
down banks of rock and mud

to reach the lake. Water
rings stain the cliffs as a
reminder of the way it used
to be.

"It's not going to be a nor-
mal year," said Kathy Fra-
zier, owner of Yacht Basin
Marina. "It's going to have
an impact on the lake as a
whole. Will I lose my slips
because of it? That depends
on how far it drops. We may
have to connect the docks
differently to accommodate
some boats."

Across the lake, Axtman
is currently in the same sit-
uation. He has worked to
improve his facility for the
past five years. But with the
water level where it is, he
may have to extend his
docks past the breakwater.
He may also ask the Army
Corps of Engineers to
remove the breakwater
altogether to allow low-
water access to his marina.

Axtman holds out hope
that water levels will
rebound by Memorial Day.

Felchle would like to see
that happen as well, and he
admits it wouldn't take much
moisture to bring lake levels
up.

Current models suggest
the lake will rise as much as
five feet by June, Felchle
said. While it still leaves the
lake 12 feet below full, it's
more than enough for most
boaters to safely enter the
bays and marinas.

"We're trying to preserve

the storage, but it isn't help-
ing our fishery flows,"
Felchle said.

Even if the water level
rises five feet by June, it's
likely to drop steadily there-
after. How far it drops
depends on a number of
issues, like how much pre-
cipitation falls, how fast the
remaining snow pack melts,
and how much water irriga-
tors draw from rivers and
streams.

"I don't like to estimate
record low flows, but we're
seeing it happen," Felchle
said. "We should see lake
levels coming up this time of
year, but they're not. What's
really hurting the river sys-
tem is the lack of rain this
spring."

Reporter Martin Kidston can be
reached at 447-4086, or at
nikiclston®heleiiair.coiii.

CDs both kids and parents will love
By GLENN VUHIPP

Los An^clcs Daily News

Looking to move beyond Barney and
friends? Limiting the list to albums recorded
in 21st century, here's a road map on where to
start. Most aren't available through mass
merchants but can easily be found on the
Internet (search through, say, Google, or
check out Amazon.com) or at children's spe-
ciality bookstores or Barnes & Noble and Bor-
ders bookstores, which also have Web sites.

BEETHOVEN'S WIG: "Sing Along Sym-
phonies" (Rounder) Richard Perlmutter
adds silly lyrics to famous classical music
pieces, providing the best introduction to
culture since Bugs Bunny did Rossini in
"The Rabbit of Seville." Also recommended:
"Beethoven's Wig 2."

LAURIE BERKNER: "Under a Shady Tree"
(Two Tomatoes) Berkner's latest is also her
best and includes a couple of Noggin favorites
— "This Hat" and "Song in My Tummy."
Incredibly varied, guaranteed to make the
kids turn the living room into a dance floor.
Also recommended: "Victor Vito."

SANDRA BOYNTON: "Philadelphia Chick-
ens" (Rounder) The children's author proves
she's equally adept at writing funny songs.
Apparently the only thing she can't do is sing;
the vocal chores are handled by fans like
Meryl Streep, Kevin Kline and Natasha
Richardson, along with the Bacon Brothers
who find "poultry in motion" in the title

track. Also recommended: "Rhinoceros Tap."
DADDY A GO GO: "Mojo a Go Go" One-

man band John Boydston expands his reper-
toire, including his son, Max "The Axe," on
guitar and a greater emphasis on comedy.
Still the hardest rocking stay-at-home daddy
on the scene.

JOHNETTE DOWNING: "The Second
Line: Scarf Activity Songs" Gentle Cajun
and creole for the toddler set with an eye on
participation. Your kids (more so the girls,
what with the scarves and all) won't be able
to sit still or stop smiling.

CATHY FINK AND MARCY MARXER:
"All Wound Up! A Family Music Party"
(Rounder) The name says it all. It's never
too early to get your kids doing the polka.
Also recommended: "Bon Appetit! Musical
Food Fun."

HAYES GREENFIELD: "Jazz-a-Ma-Tazz"
(Baby Music Boom) The New York saxo-
phonist takes children's staples — "Old Mac-
Donald," "Skip to My Lou" — and jazzes
them up. Perfect for all ages, including little
ones whose language skills are confined to
words like "be" and "bop."

HAP PALMER: "Two Little Sounds"
(Hap-Pal) Woodland Hills' Palmer has been
a force in educational music for more than
30 years, writing and performing clever,
catchy songs that pack a potent punch for
learning. Preschool teachers know him well.
So should you.

Los Angeles Times Sunday Crossword Puzzle
"KP DUTY" By
ARLAN & LINDA
BUSHMAN

ACROSS
1 Adult tadpole
5 PDA entry
9 Obligation

13 Comparable
; with
•19 By itself, to start

with
20 Corker
21 Cupid alias
22 His "Au Moulin

de la Galette"
sold for $78.1
million in 1990

23 Heel
25 Rapids-

shooter's aid
27 Afghanistan-

Pakistan
access

29 Composer
Norman Dello

30 Checks
'.31 Drudgery
• 32 Flying prefix
34 Like old news
36 Yoda is one
39 Lincoln's St.
41 Attention

; 42 Hit-or-miss
46 In the red
48 Level in a

hierarchy
- 50 Defense gp.

formed in '54
51 Napoleon

cohort
52 Outback

nursery?
56 Rainbows
58 "Here Come the

Warm Jets"
composer

59 Revels (in)
60 Hunky-dory
62 Talisman
63 Lake floaters
64 Cut loose
67 Pay tor a pad
68 Tempo
70 Tear repair
72 Beget
73 Soybean paste

. 74 Styling stuff
75 Honshu city
77 Amount

consumed
79 "Third Watch"

actress Long
80 In concert
81 Pistol, in old

slang
84 _. arts
86 It'll floor you
90 Skater Midori
91 Comes out a bit

at a lime

93 Five-time U.S.
Open champ

94 In reserve
95 Lover
97 El Dorado

treasure
98 E-help listing
101 Tidbit
102 Call attention

(to)
103 Classic cars
105 Botch
107 Bluish-gray
110 Lummoxes
112 Part of many a

uniform
117 Falklands

strutter
120 Opinion piece
121 Have a hunch
122 Old Dodge
123 Tax-free bond,

for short
124 Srta.'s French

counterpart
125 Considered
126 Light at a bar
127 81-Down, e.g.
128 Garden party?
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1 Assignment
2 Pained

expression
3 "Just_":

Barenaked
Ladies song

4 Like Thomas
5 Buzz in space
6 Bruised
7 Supplication
8 Garth Brooks's

birthplace
9 U.S. terr. that's

now two
states

10 Key with four
sharps

11 Aussie laddie
12 Gallivant
13 Dada pioneer
14 "To Autumn,"

for one
15 Verily
16 Quiet bids
17 Pinball no-no
18 Miners' quests
24 Prefix with

Confucian

26 Eucalyptus
eaters

28 "I sense in
that"

33 Sauce brand
35 Made no

changes
36 It might be

practical
37 McGregor of

"Big Fish"
38 TV toon pet
40 Comfortable

from use
43 Buck

projection
44 Calm
45 Marriott

competitor
47 Butler's

portrayer
49 FedEx rival
50 Less likely to be

boring
53 Tabloid
54 Honshu port
55 Lock location
57 Flea market

find

80

81

Launches, as a
campaign
"... of many
colors"
Lear's middle
daughter
Emulate
" Beautiful
Doll"
Papier-mache
toy holder
"Rocket"
Clemens's new
team, aptly
Satie and
Estrada
Dance
movements
Copy
Become privy
to
Thunder Bay's
prov.
Steak and _:
British menu
item
Dossier
notation
Little biter

82 It might be a
plot

83 Us opponent
85 Endure
87 Shrek, notably
88 Shepherd's staff
89 Ready to

retaliate
92 Nonpareil
96 Sketcher's

eraser
97 "Twelfth Night"

duke
99 Acting father

and son
100 "Stop that!"
104 Brother of Curly
106 Wall St. debut
107 Lose traction
108 Come-on
109 Get a pot going
111 Seethe
113 In unison,

musically
114 Green shade
115 Whopper
116 Iditarod racer
118 LAX info
119 Diarist AnaTs

Brent D. Miller, M.S., CCC-FAAA

Modern Technology with Old-Fashioned Service

At Big Sky Hearing and Balance Center we provide comprehensive audiological
services for the Helena community. Brent D. Miller, M.S., CCA, FAAA is a state
licensed and nationally certified audiologist, provides state of the art testing and
treatment procedures to his patients. Brent has the education and experience
to provide comprehensive audiological testing and rehabilitation for adults and
children, as well as providing testing for vestibular function (balance, dizziness,
and vertigo). We are also excited to announce that Brent is able to provide
treatment for patient s with tinnitus using a highly effective program known as
Tinnitus Retraining Therapy (TRT). In addition, we provide our patients with
another option for hearing aid purchases, function checks, reprogramming or
adjustment, and repairs. We also have available batteries and other hearing
aid accessories as well as assistive devices for the hearing impaired at competitive

• prices. These assistive devices include amplified telephones, alarm clocks,
and warning devices specially equipped for the hearing impaired.

At Big Sky Hearing and Balance Center it is our goal to provide our patients
with the best in hearing health care. We work directly with the physicians at
Helena ENT Clinic, which ensures that our patients receive the finest care
available. We use proven testing and treatment procedures with up-to-date
equipment, matched with top-of-the-line service in a comfortable friendly
atmosphere. We take the time to do it right. Modern technology with old-
fashioned service is more than a motto at Big Sky Hearing and Balance Center,
it is our standard.

big sky Hearing &
Balance center

Maria Dean Building 2525 E. Broadway Suite 105

457-4160
AN AFFILIATE OF HELENA EAR, NOSE & THROAT CLINIC

ASSISTED LIVING

+ A BETTER WAY OF
CARE GIVING, LLC
A new in home health care, better for you and
better for your caregiver. Whether 1/2 hour or
24 hour care is needed. Call Laurie @ 459-
5887, 24 hour cellular service.

• COUNTRY LIFE Assisted Living
Quality senior living in a quiet, secluded country
home only 6 minutes from Capital Hill Mall.
Licensed for up to 11 residents - "A" beds only.
Respite & day care available.

Call Bonnie or Ellen at 443-1288

• Personal Care Homes
of Helena, LLC

Assisted Living in a Home Style Setting. Each home
has up to 12 residents. Call Sue or Debbie at

457-0092

• Rosetta Assisted Living
Cherish the Post, Enhance the Present
• Respite Care • 24-Hour Staffing • Alzheimer's &
Dementia Support • Secured Homes • Furnished
Private Rooms wi th Baths • 24-Hour Nurse
Available • Planned Activities
Come Let Us Show You Why Your Loved Ones
Should Live in a Rosetta Home!

10 Day Spring Loop 449-7587
, www.dayspringral@netzero.com

• Sonheaven Assisted Living
Facilities
Come see our high quality facilities and why we
are often referred to as
"Helena's Best Alternative in Assisted Living"
«Immediate Openings
• Conveniently located behind St. Peter's Hospital
• 24 Hour Staff • Private Rooms

Call 449-0229 or 495-0436
2510/2540 Feradale

• Waterford on Saddle Drive
Assisted living at it's best, offering unmatched
amenities and services, customized care plans in a
spacious private home. Enjoy the security of 24 hr.
care from well trained staff.

Be good to yourself -
call today for a personal tour,

449-4900 915 Saddle Drive.
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• Big Sky Hearing & Balance Center

BRENT D. MILLER, M.S., CCC-A, FAAA
Providing hearing and balance testing, hearing aid
fitting, repair & reprogramming using the most up-
to-date equipment and techniques. Located within
the Helena Ear, Nose & Throat Clinic.

FREE HEARING AID CONSULTATION
2525 E. Broadway, Suite 105 457-4160
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• DEBORAH K. NELLES, P.C.
L.C.S.W., M.S.W., M.A., L.A.C.

Certified in EMDR
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
Co-Dependency, Depression, Stress,

& Women's Issues
442-0870

• Marsha B. McFarland, Ph.D
Licensed Psychologist specializing in women's
issues, eating disorders, relationship issues,

Associated with Adult 8i
Child Counseling Service
Arcade Building Suite 2 A

443-1990

DENTISTRY

• Meadowlark Dental Clinic
Dr. Jason Roan Providing comprehensive dental
services, including preventive & children's care,
cosmetic enhancement, dentures and denture
alternatives in a comfortable
environment.
25 Neill Avenue, #204, Helena 442-0500

HEALTH & FITNESS CENTERS

• Broadwater Fitness Centers
Broadwater Athletic Club and Hot Springs

4920 Highway 12 West 443-5777
Downtown Athletic Club

316 North Last Chance Gulch 443-8348
Life Fitness Center

607 North Lamborn 443-6045

LLDKR CARK

If You Don't Have a Medicare
Supplement Plan from

You may be paying too much! Call
Rick Neiss, 442-5031

(An Independent Licensee o f l h e U l u c Cross and Blue Shield
Association. Agent Is Independent o! Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Montana, and offers Its products only in the State of Montana)

MASSAC.K I H K K A P Y

Therapeutic Massage
by Melissa Newman

Passing through Townsend? Stop and have a
Therapeutic Massage. Nationally Certified. Swedish
Relaxation, Deep Tissue, Trigger Point Therapy,
Myofascial. Reduce your aches and pains.
Portable chair massage services available at
your office. Group Discounts. Located at 415
Broadway P ro fe s s iona l B u i l d i n g , Room 8.
Townsend. Gift Certificates available. Call today for
an appointment 266-4221 or 980-1871

MI:I>ICAL LABS

• HELENA MEDICAL
LABORATORIES, INC.
Open to the public with a doctor's order.
Provider for Blue Cross, Blue Choice & New West
Locally owned, fully certified.
27 Neill Ave. in the Morris Travel Bldg.

Hours 8-8, M-Fri., 8-7 Sat., 10-5 Sun. 443-1700

PERSONAL CARI: FACILITY

MASONIC HOME OF MONTANA
Providing a wide array of sen-ices to Masoni-
cally aff i l ia ted families wi th dignity while
promoting independence. Adult Day Care and
Respite programs available to the general
public. Call458-5431

PHARMACY

• Reynolds Drug
Delivering good health to you for 75 years!
* Prescriptions • Crutches • Medical Supplies
• Office Supplies • Greeting Cards and More!

FREE DELIVERY
326 Fuller Ave.

442-2580

M\V\<;I:MI:M

• Weight Management Clinic
Montana Barratries 25 S. Ewing,
Decrease the risk of Heart Disease, High Blood
Pressure and Diabetes th rough safe, effective
weight loss... Safe - Effective - Affordable
D. Frank Johnson, M.D. 442-9302 or

1-800-669-6406
05/16/04 xwordeditor@aol.com (02004 Tribune Media Services, Inc.


