Page 12A - Wednesday, October 25, 2006

TNDEPENDENT RECORD

Gargoyie
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pany of Samuel J. Jones.

The {acade, with its
flames and gargoyles, was
intended to show strength
and protection from fire,
which has ravaced the city
more than once.

“Thev were puf up there
to keep the buiiding from
burning,” Rains said. “But
the darned building is made
of rock.”

ramite blocks, actually.
And the gargovies are hang-
crafted from copper, which
presented its own challenges
during repair.

“We took the lizards down
last year while the building
was getting painted,” Rains
said. “If took me that Jong to
find someone to repair
them.”

The repairman was Craig
Harris, a tattoc artist who
works in 21l forms of art,
from glass eiching to copper
pounding.

“There’s no one thar hand-
pounds copper anymore,”
Harris said, standing beside
the gargoyles. “They stamp
it now and it’s alt pre-
formed.” -

Harris read np on copper-
pounding techniqees before
tackling the priceless gar-
govles. He used a bag of
sand and a special barnmer
to perform much of the

WOrk.

And there was plenty of
work to do. One creature had
lost its wing and a portion of
its tongue. Another had lost
much of its tail. Exactly -
where the pieces went, or
when they disappeared, is
something of a mystery.

“Repairing them was a
matter of taking the time
and patience,” Harris said.
“What was really amazing to
me — because they're so old
- was the craftsmanship
that went into them in the
first place.”

The gargovles each have
one wing and one ear and sit
80 feet above Last Chance
Gaulch, claws out, ready to
poURnce.

Their torsos are twisted,
as if they’ve been run over
by a truck. Their red
tongues may be the envy of
Labradors everywhere, long
and lapping as they are.

Their coats are a pond-
SCHIM green.

“That’s indusirial oil
paint,” said masrer painter
Joe Thielen. “It’s the best
paint vob can get. It'll proba-
bly last 20 to 25 years.™

Thielen, who also repaint-
ed the Woman’s Mural,
added the colors to the Atlas
Building last year. Hes
mmpressed by the structure’s
heavy stone workmanship

- and called the gargoyles the

crown jewels of 5 downtown
gem.
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releases Burns sept out at
the time the money was
approved. The Hist was
released to Lee Newspapers
this fall and includes some 33
pages of more than 900 pro-
jects Burns said he either
earmarked — set aside fora
specific project — or other-
wise secured for Montana.
Most of the projects are
from the early 2000s, while
some stretch as far back as
1994, In Butte, the list includ-
ed more than 90 projects (see
sidebar).

Butte is home to a handful
of companies that count on
government contracts for a
significant chunk of their
inceme. A major part of the
money Burns claims to have
brought to Butte has gone to
these companies.

One of the largest is MSE,
a company that grew outof a
grant secured decades ago
by Montana's longtime
Democratic Sen. Mike Mans-
field, who once worked in
Butte’s mines. :

The company now. -
employs about 160 Beople in
Butte — with about 10 others
scattered iu offices out of
state and has done work for a
variety of government agen-
ctes, working mostly on

-said JﬂffR{Jffner pres;den
of MSE. .t
Burns claims to have-
brought almost $178 miliion
to MSE. ’
Ruffner said the COMpAany
spends just over $10 miltion
a year on payroll, paying an .
average salary of aboui
$59,800. Last year, MSE
spent $14 8 million-on equip-
ment and just over half of
that — $8.1 million — was
spent in the state of Mon-
tana_ The rest, abowt $6.7 mil-
lion, was spent out of state on
any nuxmber of things, includ-
ing subccntractors Ruffuer
said.

Another Butte company
Burps has brought money for
is Resodyn Corporation, an
outfit that, like MSE,
depends ON EOVETNINeEnt Con-
tracts for a significant piece
of its business.

Burns® brought more than
$22 million in projects from
the Defense and Energy
departmests to Resodyn, said
company president Larry
Farrar.

Abaout 90 percent of the
federal money stayed in
Butte, Farrar said. The rest
went to buy motors, pumps
and other eguiprment that are
not made in Butte or Mon-
fana.

With Bt.ms help, Resodyn
has grown and the growth is
obvious in Butte.

The company now manu-
factures equipment to sell to
the military and industrial
sectors and is creating jobs,

e

selelaioe

 Burns’ statetiide:list'also

Farrar said. Resodyn bas 33
employees now and is in the
process of hiring another 10
to 15 more.

The company bought a
banlrupt Butte building for
its headquarters and built a
23,000- square-foot manufac-
turing building, enhancing
local tax revenoe.

“There’s not a lot of tech-
nology, industry, not a lot of
things going on out here,”
Farrar szid. “So the ability to
secure these contracts has
beéen really helpful to build a
sustainable business.”

But the money Resodyn

-sald it has received with
Burns’ help — significant as
it 15 — 15 legs than the
amount Burns claims to have
brought to the company. Sev-
eral of the company’s major
contracts are several hun-

dred thousand dollars lower,
- who once worked at Burns
. office.

according to Resodyn, than
the list provided by Burns’
campaign.

Burns spokesman Iverson -

said the difference is due to
the way different federal
agencies divvy cut money.

Burns’ Hst reflects money

the senator earmarked or

- atherwise set aside for Mon-

tana projects. But govern-
ment agencies sometimes
bold some of that money
back, meaning the amount of

money that actuatly endsup

in Montana may be some-

what less than the tﬂta]
defense and energy projects, & )

include this discrepancy.
MSE's Ruffner said Burns’
figures for his company
sounded about right.

In at least one case, money
Burns claimed te have
brought to Butie never made
to Montana, at all. Burns’ list -
includes $1 million in 2005 to
an unnamed company to
make special metals for the
military. The money never
came ic Butte and was evi-
dently included in the list as
a mistake, according toa
Burns spokesman.

Lobbying also seems to
play a role. Of the $246 mil-
lion Burns said he has
brought to Buite, more than
half — about $1i7 million —
went to entities that :

employed Burns’ former
staff as lobbyists, according
to federal lobbying records.

Resodyn’s Farrar said he
started working with Burns’
office in 2003 — the same
vear the company hired lob-
bying firm Van Scoyoc and
Associates, where Randall
Popelka, who had worked for
Burns for seven years, was
then working as a vice presi-
dent. Popelka was one of the

- company’s registered lobby-

isis untl the middie of 2005,
when he left lobbying and
went back to Burns’ office as
a legislative director, a high-
ranking aide.

Resodyn has paid the firm

. about $200,000, federal

Qver 10,000
tocations
wortldwide
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records show. Farrar said the

- company chose Van Scovoc

because the firm was recom-
mended to him and because
the firm was well-knows, but
still had clients in Montana.
MSE has also hired Burns'
former staff as lobbyists.
Federal records show the
company employed Ander-
son & Baker from 1999 to
2000. Mark Baker is Burns’
former legistative director. -
Baker is also the unpaid
chairman on Burns’ re-clec-
tion campaign and served as

- its early spokesman.

MSE paid Anderson &
Baker $120,000, Senate -
.Tecords show.

Since 2004, records show,
MSE has retained Gage, a

-lobbying firm started by
Burns® former chief of staff,

‘Leo Giacometto, Gage

employs several lobbyists -

So, far Gage has reported
$205,000 in lobbing income
from MSE, the latest figures
show.

MBSE’s Ruffner said the
company hired Gage because
the outfit has “key knowl-
edge” of the kind of projects’

" MSE works-on. Asked if MSE °
" including-the $246 million for.
" Butte iz untrue.

would keep Gage as its lob-
byist should Burns lose,
Ruffner said he didn't know,
but he added thatall the
company’s lobbying con-
tracts are reviewed at the

MSE has more than one <
lobbying firm. The company
also retains Patton Boggs, a
major lobby kouse, and Kim-
miti, Senter, Coates & Wein-

" ferter, another big lobbying

firm with ties to both Democ-

rats and Republicans. . :
Ruffner said his company

works with all of Montana's

“three-man congressional del-
. egation, but Burns, with his

spot on the Appropnaﬁons

. Commiitee, is pivotal.

“They've all been fantas-
tic,” Ruffner said. “But with
Senator Burns on appropria-
tions, he takes the lead on
funding.”

In recent years, the com-
pany has been orying to
diversify itself, becoming
less dependent on any one
spurce of Income, including -
goveroment money. Ruffner
said the company “would
survive” if Burns lost the |
electdon, but the absence of
the senator’s appropriating
power would hurt.

“It would hiave an impact
not just to MSE, but to Butte
and Montana,” he said.

Burns” appropriations:
have been a boon to Butte

- and the state, said Marko

Lucich, executive director of
the Butte Chamber of Com-

merce. He said for the first

time in 40 years, Butte's pop-
ulation is growing, even if
the growth 15 relauvc-ly

slight.

But Lucich doesn't give all
the credir to Burns. He said
Bancus, along with Rep. Den-
nis Rehberg, R-Mont,, have
been a “huge part” of helping
the area, along with local
state legislators.

“Sen. Baucus is very
important too, equally impor-
tant, he's done preity much
the same thing for our com-
munity,” Lucich said.

“This 15 one piece of the
puzzle,” he said of Burng®
appropriations. “T would say
it bas reaily helped us. Is this
the sole factor? No, very def-
mitely not.”

Tverson said the senator’s

 work has helped changed

Butte.

“Imagme What Butte is
gomg tolook like 15 or 20
vears down the road because
of the vision of people like
(former MSE chief) Don Peo-
ples and Conrad Burns and.
folks in Buite-Silver Bow.

‘Count¥,” he said. The entire
delegation, Iverson said, is
“helping Butte bridge their
way to the new economy.”

Baucus spokesman Barrett
Kaiser said Burns’ claims
that the Republican is chiefly
responsible for bringing
home atl the $2.2 biltion

‘“Montanans can replace

‘Burns because Max Baucus,

who has 30 vears worth of
semonty will keep securmg

Butte long before Cenrad,
Burns went to Washington™”

Baucus, while nota mem-
ber of the Appropriations
Committee, is the ranking
member of the Senate
Finance Committee, which
handles federal taxation and
a great chunk of faderal
money.

Iverson countered that
Burns along with Republican
Rehberg and Baucus “are:
one of the most effeci:ive
teams in Congress.” :

“It’s silly to suggest that.
Montana would somehow be”
better off replacing a senator
with 18 years seniority with
a freshsnan senator who will
be number one hundred,”
Tverson said:

Burns and Baucus are
positioned to chair their own
powerful Senafe committees

" in coming years, [verson

said. But if Montanans .. |
replace Burns and Repubhi-
cans hold the Senate Mon-
tana woir't have its own com-
mittee chairman.

“You re-elect Conrad -
Burms, you are guarantering

* that Montapa has a full com-- ..

mittee chairman,” he said.

“That's a very, very powerful -

pasition for Montana.”

ConLng Thursday Sen.
Max Baucus says he has -
delivered more federal
money to Montana than
Burns

th pues!
Oﬁer expxres Octaber 31, 2005 ,
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representing the developers
of the other two proposed .
subdivisions, also resisted
county requirerpents for
road improvements.
Developérs Bryanand
Linda Heuvel are requesting
a variance that wonld
require them to upgrade
Applegate Drive from -
Prairie Road to the north
end of their proposed 10-lot
subdivision, a distance of
about a gnarter-mile. The
Heuvels wonld also be
responsible for installing a
four-way stop at the inter-

. section of Prairie Road and

Applegate Drive.

If a variance isn't grant-
ed, the couple wounld be
required to improve Apple-
gate Drive from Lincoln
Road 1o Roma Road; Roma
Road; Hillview Drive from
Rorna Road to Prairie Road;
and Prairie Road from N.
Meniana Avenue to Apple-
gate Drive — a toial distance
of abourt four miles. The
roads would need additional
gravel in some places and

. pavement in others, depend-
ing on traffic counts.

Taylor said the improve-
ments would be cost-prohibi-
tive, and said he’s heard
“talk and rumors” of much

- against a requirement § for .

further development in the )
area, which may bring zbout -
extensive road improve- :
ments.

“We agree that the roads

need fo be improved, but we

don’t belicve it shouid be our

burden to bear entirely,”

Linda Heuvel said. )
Taylor also spoke out

the developer of a fourJot -
subdivision on Prairie Road
to.add gravel to about.a,
of roadway — Dlamon .
Springs Drive between - \‘n.
Woodland Ilills and Praivie: .
roads and west on Prairie
Road to the property bound-
ary. He said the improve--
ments could cost between -
$300,000 and $1.5 million.

“For a four-lot subdivi-
sion, this is quite an exces-
stve requirement,” he said.

The road improvements,
coupled with the county’s
proposed zoning regulations,.
signal “the death throes for
any subdivision of thisfype,” -
Taylor said.

He said the state statutes-
and colinty subdivision
requirements referenced in
the county planner’s report
don’t authorize the comunis-
sion to require the develop-
ers to upgrade off-site roads.
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unicns, contributed $310,000
to the Not in Montana-No on
CI-97 campaign, and AARP-
Montana, a COnNSUMer group
with 150,000 members 30
vears or older, chipped in
another $250,000 to the and- .
Ci-97 campaign.

‘Other contributors inclad- -

ed the Montana Hospital
Association, known as MHA,
the Montana Contractors,
Association and the Service
Employees Internastional
Union in Washington, D.C_

- This range of groups says
CI-97 would needlessly

_ restrict government spend-
- ing'and thaf the state’ Const-

tution already re_quu-es a b 23 o

1~ anced budget. : :
Supiporters of CI-97, CH- 98

and 1154 also are continning
to spend money on their
campalgns, reporting
$315,000 in spending the past
six weeks, including about
$151,000 on broadcast adver-
ﬁsing. R

CT-98 would make it easier
for citizens to atterpt to
recall judges in Montana,
and I-154 would allow prop-
erty owners to demand pay-
ment from government if
they think government
action has devalued their

" | property. .

The campa_gn coordinator
for all three measures 1s Tre-
vis Butcher a rancher and
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. power in the hands of the
'}'roters to contml govern—
A _:j:nent

‘conservation and environ-
-mental groups, are going

political activist from
Winifred. . _

Nearly ail of the funding
in support of the three mea- -
sures has come from Mon-
tanans in Action, a group

.formed this vear. Butcher is

the group’s treasurer.
Montanans in Action now

has contributed a total of
$1.1 million to the campaigns
of C1-97, CI-98 and I-154.
Butcher has said the group is
not requiired by law o reveal
its donors. That assertion has
been challenged by a rival .
group and is being investi- .
gated by the state political | - |

practices commissioner. k

~ Butcher, who did not
refiren telephone messages
Tuesday, has said the mea-
sures are meani o putmore

b0

1154 opponents, Ted by

ahead with their campaign -~
as well. But the confusing
legal status of the mieasure
has made it tough to raise
money, said Janet Ellis,
executive director of Mon- :
tana Audubon and a steering
committee member for
Property Owners Agamst =
154,

“People don’t think it's on
the bailot, and then you have
to explain that it is ob the .
ballot, and that it may be off
the ballet,” she said. “It -
becomes a Jot more difficuit

"to raise funds With that kind

of a message.”
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